Connecting to the Content Area – Science: K & 1 - Observing Weather and Weather Patterns (Instructional Days 83 – end of the school year)
ORGANIZER

	Step 1

Choose the content to be covered from the Curriculum Framework.


	Step 2

Review and/or brainstorm possible lessons and activities that will help teach the content.

	POS: Students will observe weather conditions and record weather data over time, use weather data to describe weather conditions, communicate observations orally and with written words, charts, and diagrams

SC-P-2.3.2 Students will observe weather, looking for patterns from day to day and over the seasons.  Weather changes from day to day and over seasons. Weather can be described using observations and measurable quantities such as temperature and precipitation. Simple predictions can be made by analyzing collected data for patterns.
	· Using the class calendar, mark which days are sunny, cloudy, rainy, and snowy.  Review each day how many days of each kind of weather we have had.  See if we can predict what kind of weather we will have each day based on our calendar “data”.
· At the end of the month, create a bar graph on chart paper showing how many days of each kind of weather we have had in the past month.
· Write and/or draw about one type of weather (sunny, cloudy, rainy or snowy) using story paper.

	Step 3

· Review the technology curriculum framework for the appropriate grade level.

· Look for technology skills that could be used or taught using the targeted content curriculum.
	Step 4

· Design or revise activities from Step 2 using the appropriate technology skills.



	Enduring Knowledge-Understandings – Information, Communication, and Productivity

· T-P-ICP-U-1  Students will understand that technology is used in all content areas to support directed and independent learning.

Skills and Concepts – Information

· use the mouse to click, drag

· use a variety of multimedia and technology resources for directed and independent activities to support learning

· use a variety of technology including computers, digital cameras, scanners, and multimedia devices
Enduring Knowledge-Understandings – Research, Inquiry/Problem-Solving and Innovation

· T-P-RIPSI-U-2  Students will understand that technology is used to analyze real world data and support critical thinking skills through inquiry/problem-solving in order to produce results and make informed decisions.

Skills and Concepts – Inquiry/Problem-solving

· begin to use technology resources for problem solving and illustration of thoughts as a class

Technology Skills Checklist Grade 1

· Use a template or activity
	Learning Target: Students will observe weather and weather patterns using digital and concrete materials.

· Students will view the video segment “The Weather is Different from Day to Day and from Place to Place”, from “Weather: A First Look” video from KET EncycloMedia.

· Teacher will model keeping a weekly log of daily weather conditions by using the Kidspiration template “This Week’s Weather” for the whole class.

· Students will assist the teacher by clicking and dragging on the appropriate weather picture for the day of the week.

· Students will use concrete manipulatives at their seats as the teacher models the steps.
· Students will use the digital camera to take a picture of the same scene each day to document the weather.  (Student should take point the camera directly at the sky, but have something on the horizon and part of the sky.)

· Teacher will discuss the three types of clouds (stratus, cirrus, and cumulus) using the Kidspiration template “Clouds”.

· Students will view the video segment “Types of Clouds” from “Clouds, Weather, and Life” video from KET EncycloMedia and listen to “Clouds are Cool” song from EncycloMedia.

	Step 5  - Include methods of assessing both content and technology skills.
After several days of taking pictures, the teacher will import the digital pictures into PowerPoint to create a weather presentation for their classroom.  Students will identify what type of weather conditions each picture represents and specify which type of clouds (if applicable).  Note:  Teacher could print off pictures for a learning center to reinforce content learned for the remainder of the year, create a sorting or matching activity, or create individual mini-books from the PowerPoint presentation.
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