Connecting to the Content Area – Social Studies: 4th Grade – U.S. Regions (Instructional Days 21- 56)
ORGANIZER

	Step 1

Choose the content to be covered from the Curriculum Framework.


	Step 2

Review and/or brainstorm possible lessons and activities that will help teach the content.

	Grade 4 Enduring Knowledge – Understandings

Students will understand that:

• the use of geographic tools (e.g., maps, globes, charts, graphs) and mental maps help interpret information, understand and analyze patterns, spatial data and geographic issues.

Grade 4 Skills and Concepts

Students will

· demonstrate an understanding of patterns on the Earth’s surface, using a variety of geographic tools (e.g., maps, globes, charts, graphs):

· locate and describe major landforms, bodies of water and natural resources located in regions of the United States.
	Use a classroom map or Globe to locate major bodies of water, mountain ranges, etc.
Create a relief map out of salt dough



	Step 3

· Review the technology curriculum framework for the appropriate grade level.

· Look for technology skills that could be used or taught using the targeted content curriculum.
	Step 4

· Design or revise activities from Step 2 using the appropriate technology skills.



	Intermediate Enduring Knowledge – Understandings

Students will understand that

· appropriate terminology, computer operations and applications assist in gaining confidence in the use of technology.

· technology assists in gathering, organizing and evaluating information from a variety of sources to answer essential questions

Skills:

· use the mouse to click, double click, right click, drag

· gather and use information from a variety of teacher selected resources (e.g., websites, CDROM encyclopedias, video, audio)
	Use Google Earth to locate major landforms and bodies of water in the United States.  Describe and discuss the visual from the map.  Fly to Mount St. Helen’s (look inside the volcano), the Great Lakes, Death Valley, the Rocky Mountains, the Appalachian Mountains, the beach, etc. Include layers such as schools, parks, etc.  Expand the discussion to include why some areas are more populated than others, why farms are located in the Midwest, even why schools are not placed close to the Mississippi River.


