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Google Earth
Learning Target:  Students will use geographic tools to locate and describe major landforms, bodies of water and natural resources.

Google Earth is a virtual map that can show many things like schools, buildings, terrains, streets, landmarks, parks, etc.  You can find locations by typing in a key word (like Lexington, KY).

Open Google Earth.  Find the word Layers in the menu on the right (it will be green).  Make sure terrain, 3-D buildings, geographic features and parks are turned on.  
Find Mt. Saint Helens (it is a volcano) located in Washington.

Use your mouse and scroll in for a closer view.

Based on this aerial photo, describe this terrain.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Use your mouse and zoom out a little bit.  Explore the area around the volcano.  Describe what it looks like: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Why do you think there are few buildings and houses close by?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Fly to the Grand Canyon.  You may need to scroll out a little in order to focus.
Find the marking called “Colorado River View”.  Use your mouse to scroll in.

Describe the terrain.____________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Find the state of Missouri.  Use your mouse and scroll in for a closer view.  Based on this aerial photo, what do you think most of this land is used for?____
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How is this different than the Grand Canyon?____________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Find Chicago, Illinois.  Use your mouse to view this city.  What large body of water is close by?  _____________________________________________
Use your mouse and move a little on the map to find Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  Estimate how wide the great lake is (in miles)_________. In the toolbar on Google Earth, click on Tools then measure. Use your mouse and click on one side of the great lake, then click on the other.  How many actual miles wide is the lake?________________

What types of industry would you think exist in this area?__________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Locate some place in the United States that you would like to visit. 

What is the name of the place you have chosen?__________________
Describe the area based on the photo provided in Google earth. ________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ Does the area have a large population? How can you tell?__________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ What large bodies of water are close by? _______________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ What other interesting facts can you find out about this place using Google Earth?__________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

