Connecting to the Content Area - Food Chains (Inst. Days 22-40) 2nd & 3rd Grade
ORGANIZER

	Step 1

Choose the content to be covered from the Curriculum Framework.


	Step 2

Review and/or brainstorm possible lessons and activities that will help teach the content.

	3rd Grade 
POS – 

· observe, illustrate, and explain basic relationships of plants and animals in an ecosystem (e.g., use simple food chains and webs to explain how plants and animals get food/energy to live and grow)

· almost all kinds of food that animals eat can be traced back to plants. Food chains are useful models of these relationships.

SC-EP-4.6.1 Students will describe basic relationships of plants and animals in an ecosystem (food chains).

Plants make their own food. All animals depend on plants. Some animals eat plants for food. Other animals eat animals that eat the plants. Basic relationships and connections between organisms in food chains can be used to discover patterns within ecosystems. DOK 2

**Wording of above is the same for 2nd grade, but is only tested locally and doesn’t include DOK reference.
	· Classify animals by feeding relationships.
· Use predator/prey vocabulary.

· Draw a food chain/food web.

	Step 3

· Review the technology curriculum framework for the appropriate grade level.

· Look for technology skills that could be used or taught using the targeted content curriculum.
	Step 4

· Design or revise activities from Step 2 using the appropriate technology skills.



	2nd Grade:
· use a variety of multimedia and technology resources for directed and independent activities to support learning (e.g., EncycloMedia videos)

· use electronic graphic organizers to assist in idea development and/or to demonstrate content knowledge
· use video and audio information (e.g., KET EncycloMedia) 

· use hyperlinks by single clicking on the link

3rd Grade:

· begin to use electronic graphic organizers to assist in idea development and/or to demonstrate content knowledge

· gather and use information from a variety of teacher selected resources (e.g., websites, CDROM encyclopedias, video, audio)
	· Students will view the Video Segment “What is a Food Chain” from You in the Food Web, a video from KET EncycloMedia.  (This could be viewed as a whole class, or during center time.)
· Students will use knowledge of food chains to complete the Chain Reaction game from the Eco-Kids website (www.ecokidsonline.com) 

· Students will create their own food chain using a template from Kidspiration or from scratch.
· Option 1 – Use Food Web template in Kidspiration

· Option 2 – Use teacher-created template

· Option 3 – Have students start from scratch


