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Problem – By using the Digital Storytelling process, will student’s writing assessment improve?

Purpose of Study- Can this process be used efficiently in a classroom?

Procedures – 

After training, a conference was held with each teacher involved to determine a timeline and procedure for the type of genre to be taught.  

Pre-test and mid-test pieces were scored according to a pre-determine rubric. 

 Some classes involved mini lessons using technology before revising according to information received from scoring the pre and mid test pieces.  Then pieces were revised by word processing, broken down and copied/pasted into a storyboard, which became the “map” for pictures to be collected and/or made for the future movie.  

The storyboard was used as a script to create the movie.  Students were encouraged to revise the script as needed.  After the movie was made, the material in the script was copied into a word document to be published for as a possible piece for the portfolio and to be scored as the post-test.  Please see posted unit @ http://teach.fcps.net/trt18/DSTunit.htm 

Design – Data was recorded via excel so that progress was more easily tracked.  

Results – Number of pieces completed by each school:

Arlington-1 out of 14 or %7

Dixie-4 (3 individual and 1 group) out of 5 projects or %80

Northern- 16 out of 22 or %73 A new writing process was developed with this group. (see website)

Meadowthrope-2 out of 23 or %9

Stonewall-0 but all groups completed a 2 voice poem 

Yates- 5 out of 22 or %23 

See Digital Storytelling Evaluation below.  This document provides a summary of comments from the teachers and TRTs involved in the pilot.  

Discussion – Since the purpose of this study was to determine if this method could be done efficiently in the classroom, the answer from most involved in this study would be “no” at the present time.  Teachers have had to deal with unforeseen barriers and problems involving time management they had no control over and software problems.  However, %100 of those involved believes it can be done.  One stated it can be done “with difficulty” and the rest believe DST can function successfully in the classroom with either/or more hardware/software, technology support and better time management and support from administration to have that time.

 Digital Storytelling Evaluation

Form completed by Participating Teachers and TRTs 

Thank you for participating in the Fayette County Public Schools Elementary Digital Storytelling Pilot Project 2003-03.  

We need your input for the evaluation of this program.  You do not have to sign this form.

Comments about: (Following is a list of comments from evaluation forms.)
· The success of the program – 4 referred to students being excited, (renewed) interested and highly motivated. 1 stated that students were more willing to edit.   1 stated that a few completed their movie and all were exposed to this “wonderful” technology.  1 noted “fabulous training and follow-up on CO’s part.”
· The failures of this program –5 said difficult to manage (not enough time, hardware), 2-not for fourth grade, 2-teaching the software, needed more prior knowledge of software.
· Solving failures –More hours in day. 2 suggested to take 4th grade portfolio pieces to 5th  to do the DST. Have more TRTs available.  Modification of lessons & steps, use Windows Movie Maker.  Start planning and mapping time during summer and really be specific with teachers I would be working with.  1-no response
· Things that should be done differently –I would plan my time differently. More collaboration w/my classroom teacher.  Maybe do with STLP.  Training provided over summer & set scheduling. Put program in place in advance.  Joy should be my team teacher.  2-no response
· Workable in the classroom- Absolutely! Yes, with help during literacy block.  We have many time constraints & DST was discouraged from taking up an hour of time.  Difficult to do in the classroom-need access to software in a lab setting.  With difficulty.  In mine, yes.  This is big for the classroom.  Definitely needs someone to troubleshoot the tech aspect outside the classroom.  1-no response
· Age and developmentally appropriate -3rd up.  Starting w/ young students by exposing them to the various software and hardware as a class, then gradually move to individual use.  Exposure-elementary;  Middle Independent.  Yes!  Probably better for the 4th and 5th grade.    2-no response
· Tech support –Mike was also valuable to my understanding of this project.   (   Very necessary---especially w/ elementary students.  (TRT)-None needed.  How do we post these to the web so it doesn’t take forever to view via dial-up connection?  Is awesome & prevalent.  My shortcoming was thinking “I need to do this myself.” 1-no response
What is your philosophy about Digital Storytelling? (use back of page)

What do you believe the future holds for Digital Storytelling? (use back of page)

What advice do you have for the middle school DST participants for next year?

How many students in your class? 224 

How many students finished a digital story? 43+ of 108 & %90 of 116

+ some want to count those to be finished

Philosophy

“This is a great enhancement to student products.  A lot of work is involved but the finished product is a motivator.”

“DST is an important medium for students to know.”

“I think there are huge possibilities in utilizing digital storytelling.  It shouldn’t be limited to just writing.  All areas of academics can be incorporated.”

“At the beginning, I was very excited about it, but I felt as though I was not successful since I did not work with the students al all on DST.  I feel as though DST introduced some good writing strategies; however, those strategies were reinforced during writing class.  Therefore, comparing the growth between final portfolio production and DST production – the final portfolio pieces were much better due to conferencing and teaching.”

“It had a lot of potential.  Talk about reaching multiple intelligences & even special ed. Students.”

1-no response

Future

“Maybe more suited to middle school.  Knowledge of computer should be more expanded.”

“I think it will be a tool used to enhance student learning in all academic areas.”

“It is only limited to your creativity.”

“Time in the elementary school makes this tough.”

“DST will get better and beter!  Must have lots of TRT support.”

Advice for future users (middle school.)

“I am hardly one to give advice.”

“Students need to receive intense training on using the software so that once they begin working on their piece they won’t lose focus trying to remember how to use the software.”

“I just strongly believe that DST is not feasible for 4th grade.”

“1. Lots of collaboration.  2. Make sure there is an audience.  3.  Assign pictures as homework.”

“They are really fortunate in the fact that there is a scheduled class on a daily basis.  Tell them to develop a timeline and use it and revise it and work it!”

