
       

 
Winter Weather Wonders 

 

Crayola Supplies 
 
• Scissors  
• Washable Paint  
 
Other Supplies 
 
• construction paper (blue) 
• paper towels 
• recycled newspaper 
• water containers 
 
 

Suggested Curriculum 
 

 ECE
Grades Special 

Needs1 - 3 4 - 6 7 - 12

Language Arts  • •   

Math      

Science  • •   

Social Studies      

Visual Arts  • •   

 
Why 

Experiment with paint techniques to create a unique snow scene. 

Benefits 

� Children research the winter habits of bears.  

� Children read The Bear's Christmas by Brigitte Frey Moret or other similar books that are profusely illustrated with 

snow scenes.  

� Children experiment with painting techniques that create a sense of depth, and use their skills to create a winter 

landscape painting. 

Directions 

1. What do bears do in winter? Find information about how they hibernate. Look up information about polar bears, 

brown bears, and black bears. The Bear's Christmas relates hibernation to the Christian nativity story. Read this 

story, or several books that have painted snow scenes. Look closely at the pictures as you read.  

2. You may notice that snow scenes seem to contain a great deal of space. Two artistic methods used to create this 

feeling of deep space are overlapping, in which larger objects are placed in the front and smaller objects in the back, 

and contrast. Objects in front have more contrast (brighter whites) than objects in back.  

3. To begin your Wonderful Winter Weather painting, cover a table with newspaper. Use a small piece of crumpled 

paper towel to dab white Crayola® Washable Paint on blue paper. Begin with the background, which will be very 

light (have less contrast) to show that it's far away. To make a light background, blot the paper towel on scrap paper 

until it's nearly dry, then paint your paper. You may wish to make an irregular mountainscape, such as one with 
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caves where bears might hibernate, then fill it in with light dabs.  

4. Make a second, brighter landscape in front by dabbing your white paint on the paper without blotting it first.  

5. Add trees by using an edge of the paper towel. Make blotted trees in the distance and brighter, bolder trees in the 

foreground. Trees look smaller when they are far away, and larger when they're closer, too. Use your fingertips to 

add branches and hanging bits of snow. Dry. 

Adaptations 

� Create a snowy winter scene, dry, then add winter creatures or sports to the landscape with Crayola® Colored 

Pencils.  

� Experiment with other snow-painting tools such as sponges, cardboard, plastic picnic utensils, toothbrushes, and 

salt. How can you use these items to achieve different effects?  

� Fold your blue paper in half, and only paint on one side. Add seasonal scenes for a beautiful winter holiday card. 

Write a message inside. 

Safety Guidelines 

ATTENTION: The cutting edges of scissors are sharp and care should be taken whenever cutting or handling. Adult 

supervision is recommended with all children.  

Safety guidelines recommend this art project is suitable for children ages 6 years and older. Adult supervision is 

required to ensure children's safety. 

 

Related Resources 

Books: 

An Arctic Community  by Bobbie Kalman & William Belsey 

Baboushka and the Three Kings  by Ruth Robbins 

Do Not Disturb: The Mysteries of Animal Hibernation and Sleep  by Margery Facklam 

Happy Birthday, Moon  by Frank Asch 

Here Comes Winter (Pictureback Shape)  by Kathleen W. Zoehfeld & Robbin Cuddy 

How Artists See the Weather : Sun, Wind, Snow, Rain  by Colleen Carroll 

Love Is a Handful of Honey  by Giles Andreae & Vanessa Cabban 

The Bear's Christmas  by Brigitte Frey Moret 

The Mitten  by Jan Brett 

What Do Animals Do in Winter? How Animals Survive the Cold  by Melvin Berger & Gilda Berger 

 
© 2000 Binney & Smith, Inc. This Crayola Lesson Plan is the property of and used with permission from Binney & 

Smith Inc. No content belonging to Binney & Smith Inc. can be sold, traded or reused, unless a licensing agreement 

has been signed permitting such use. 

 

Crayola, the serpentine and chevron designs, crayon character, The Crayola FACTORY, Dream-Makers,and Binney & 

Smith logo are registered trademarks of Binney & Smith; the rainbow/swash design is a trademark of Binney & 

Smith. All Rights Reserved  
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