INTRODUCTION to the Kindergarten Reading Curriculum Framework

The Reading Content Standards at the Kindergarten Level are directly aligned with Kentucky’s Academic Expectations.  The Reading Standards are organized around Big Ideas that are similar at each grade level to ensure that students have multiple opportunities throughout their school careers to develop skills and concepts linked to these Big Ideas.

Under each Big Idea are statements of Enduring Knowledge/Understandings that represent overarching generalizations linked to the Big Ideas.  The understandings represent the desired result – what learning will focus upon and what knowledge students will be able to explain or apply.  Understandings can be used to frame the development of units of study and lesson plans.

Also, under Big Ideas are Skills and Concepts.  Skills and Concepts describe ways that students demonstrate their learning and are specific to each grade level.  Skills and Concepts are fundamental to the Curriculum Framework and pertain directly to the Core Content for Assessment.  Since these are viewed as building blocks to instruction, the Skills and Concepts have been included in the actual Fayette County Public Schools’ Curriculum Framework.  Core Content for Assessment in Reading has been adapted to be developmentally appropriate and to provide a continuum for learning.
Below is a list of Reading’s five Big Ideas and the related Enduring Knowledge/Understandings. 

I.
Big Idea: Forming a Foundation for Reading
Forming a foundation requires readers to develop and apply basic reading skills and strategies across genres to read and understand texts at the appropriate grade level. This involves reading a variety of texts at the word, sentence, and connected text level across all content areas. 
 

Enduring Knowledge - Understandings

Students understand that

· knowing how letters are linked to sounds to form letter-sound correspondence and spelling

                  patterns can help determine unfamiliar words while reading.

· fluency involves reading orally and silently with speed, accuracy, proper phrasing and expression

                  while attending to text features (e.g., punctuation, italics).

· developing breadth of vocabulary improves reading comprehension and involves applying

                  knowledge of word meanings and word relationships. The larger the reader’s vocabulary the

                  easier it is to make sense of text.

· many words have multiple meanings. Knowledge of syntax/language structure,

                  semantics/meaning, context cues, and the use of resources can help in identifying the intended

                  meaning of words and phrases as they are used in text.

II.
Big Idea: Developing an Initial Understanding
Developing an initial understanding of text requires readers to consider the text as a whole or in a broader perspective to develop an initial understanding. Texts encompass literary texts and informational texts including expository, persuasive, and procedural texts and documents. Strategies for gaining a broad or literal understanding of print texts can also be applied to non-print texts. Media vehicles (e.g., television, radio, Internet) use sound and moving images. They can convey information in ways that are distinct from printed materials alone.
 

Enduring Knowledge - Understandings

Students will understand that
· reading a wide range of print and non-print texts builds an understanding of texts, of themselves, and of different cultures.
· different purposes to read include reading to acquire new information and reading for personal fulfillment.  Among these texts are plays, fiction and non-fiction, classic and contemporary works.
· the use of comprehension strategies greatly enhances understanding of text
· different types of texts place different demands on the reader. Understanding text features and structures, and characteristics associated with different genres (including print and non-print) facilitate the reader’s ability to make meaning of the text.

III.
Big Idea: Interpreting Text
Interpreting text requires readers to extend their initial impressions of the text as a whole to develop a more complete understanding of what is read. This involves linking information across parts of a text, as well as focusing on specific information. Texts encompass literary texts and informational texts including expository, persuasive, and procedural texts and documents. Strategies for interpreting print texts can also be applied to non-print texts. Media vehicles (e.g., television, radio, Internet) use sound and moving images, they can convey information in ways that are distinct from printed materials alone.

Enduring Knowledge - Understandings
Students will understand that
· interpretations of text involve linking information within and across parts of a text and determining importance of the information presented.
· references from texts provide evidence to support conclusions, the information presented, or the author’s perspective.
· authors make intentional choices that are designed to produce a desired effect on the reader.
IV.
Big Idea: Reflecting and Responding to Text
Reflecting and responding to text requires readers to connect knowledge from the text with their own background knowledge and experience. The focus is on how the text relates to personal knowledge. Texts encompass print and non-print literary and informational texts. Because media vehicles use sound and moving images, they can convey information in ways that are distinct from printed materials alone.

Enduring Knowledge - Understandings

Students will understand that
· making connections involves thinking beyond the text and applying the text to a variety of situations. 
· references from texts provide evidence of applying ideas and making text-to-self, text-to-texts, and texts-to-real world connections.
· reading a wide range of literature by different authors, and from many time periods, cultures, and genres, builds an understanding of the extent of human experience.
 V.
Big Idea: Demonstrating a Critical Stance

Developing a critical stance requires readers to consider the text objectively in order to evaluate its quality and appropriateness. It involves a range of tasks, including critical evaluation, comparing and contrasting, and understanding the impact of features, such as irony, humor, and organization. Knowledge of text content and structure is important.
Enduring Knowledge - Understandings
Students will understand that
· reading is a process that includes applying a variety of strategies to comprehend, interpret and evaluate texts.
· references from texts provide evidence to support judgments made about why and how the text was developed, considering the content, organization, and form.
· determining the usefulness of text for a specific purpose, evaluating language and textual elements, and analyzing the author’s style are all ways to critically examine texts.
Kindergarten students must be exposed to a variety of texts designed to build a wide range of reading experiences with print and non-print materials to develop an understanding of texts, of themselves, and of different cultures.  Since students should have the resources to develop the language skills they need to pursue life’s goals and to participate fully as informed, productive members of society, Standards in Technology and Speaking, Listening and Observing that are connected to Reading are addressed below.
Technology   The Technology Program of Studies provides a framework for integrating technology into Reading.  
III.
Big Idea: Research, Inquiry/Problem-Solving and Innovation

Students understand the role of technology in research and experimentation. Students engage technology in developing solutions for solving problems in the real world. Students will use technology for original creation and innovation.

Enduring Knowledge – Understandings

Students will understand that

· technology assists in gathering, organizing and evaluating information from a variety of sources to
       answer essential questions.
Primary Skills and Concepts – Research
Students will

· use teacher-directed internet sources as a resource for information

· use electronic resources to access and retrieve information

 
Speaking, Listening and Observing: These standards emphasize that speaking, listening and observing are fundamental processes which people use to express, explore and learn about ideas. The contexts of these communication functions include one-to one conversations, small group discussions, large audiences and meetings, and interactions with media.

I.
Big Idea: Speaking, Listening and Observing
Speaking, listening and observing are fundamental processes which people use to express, explore and

learn about ideas. The functions of speaking, listening and observing include gathering and sharing

information, persuading others, expressing and understanding ideas, and selecting and critically

analyzing messages. The contexts of these communication functions include one-to one conversations,

small group discussions, large audiences and meetings, and interactions with media.

Enduring Knowledge – Understandings

Students will understand that

· communication, both formal and informal, is an interpretative process that integrates listening, observing, reading, writing and speaking with confidence. Different levels of discourse are appropriate for different contexts, occasions, purposes and audiences.

· regardless of the topic, the context or the intended audience, students need to be able to communicate ideas effectively. Effective communication involves verbal and nonverbal techniques to enhance or emphasize content. These techniques aid the listener’s ability to interpret the information.

· language usage is related to successful communication; language patterns and vocabulary transmit culture and affect meaning.

· observation involves interpreting and constructing meaning. By viewing context, students infer, construct meaning, draw conclusions and form opinions about the world around them.

Skills and Concepts

In formal speaking situations, students will

· begin to create oral presentations that

                           o are appropriate for the purpose (e.g., to inform, persuade, entertain), audience, context and occasion

                           o use appropriate details to support ideas

                           o maintain a focus

                           o organize ideas in a meaningful way including a beginning/introduction and an end/conclusion  

                              that are appropriate to audience and purpose  

· apply delivery techniques

                           o both verbal (e.g., tone, volume, rate, articulation, pacing) and nonverbal (e.g., gestures, facial   

                              expressions, eye contact)

                           o avoid distracting delivery behaviors (e.g. excessive verbal pauses, fidgeting)

                           o use language appropriate to audience
                           o begin to adhere to standard guidelines for grammar, usage, mechanics or use non-standard language 
                              for effect when appropriate (e.g., word plays, slang, similes)

· begin choosing language for its effect on the audience (e.g., strong nouns, active verbs, concrete and sensory details, figurative language)

· begin to use visual aids, media and tools of technology to support oral communication

· document ideas from outside sources (e.g., identifying authors, titles)

In informal speaking situations, students will

· give spoken instructions to perform specific tasks

· ask and respond to questions as a way to participate in class discussions

· begin to play a variety of roles in group discussions (e.g., discussion leader, facilitator, responder)

· begin to use different voice level, phrasing and intonation for different situations (e.g., small group settings, discussions)

When listening, students will

· follow spoken instructions to perform specific tasks

· identify specific information (e.g., main idea, supporting details)

· respond to information appropriately/respectfully in a variety of  ways
· follow the organization of a presentation 

· build on the ideas of others and contribute appropriate information or ideas

· begin to use self-evaluations and feedback from teachers/peers to improve presentations

When observing, students will

· start discussing the role of media in focusing attention and in forming opinion

· start identifying techniques used to influence or appeal to a particular audience (e.g., persuasive techniques, appealing elements in commercials)

· start identifying visual and auditory cues (e.g., slow motion, music to create mood, sound effects) that enhance the message 
 
 
 

 
