Developing a Focused Curriculum

Social Studies

Developed By Elementary Social Studies/Literacy Content Specialist and Social Studies Building Representatives



NOTE: THE ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS IN THIS UNIT WILL NEED TO BE TIGHTENED UP ACCORDING TO THE VEHICLE YOU PLAN TO USE TO TEACH THE QUESTION’S FOCUS.  

Essential Question: How do I use maps and globes to understand where I live?

Core Content: SS-E-4.1.1




POS: POS-SS-P-G-1

      What Students Should Know:

Globe, map, map key, compass rose, charts, graphs

      What Students Should Understand:

Globe is a model of the earth; reading a map; reading and understanding information on charts and graphs

Maps and globes represent the location of specific places.

What students should be able to do: (demonstrators) Recognize that everything has a location; Use a variety of means to identify absolute and relative location; Use geographic sources of information and data for a purpose. Use tools (maps, globes, charts, graphs, compasses) to understand surroundings.
Assessment:

Assessments will be designed around students’ use of maps, globes, graphs, and charts.

Essential Question: How do I use maps and globes to study other places in the world?

Core Content:  SS-E-4.2.1




POS: POS-SS-P-G-3

What students should know: continents and oceans; landforms such as mountains, plains,ect.

What students should understand: location, landforms, landforms vary according to your place.

What students should be able to do: (demonstrators) Recognize that everything has a location. Recognize that people depend on, adapt to, or modify the environment to meet basic needs.

Assessment:
Essential Question: How do physical and human characteristics of my country make it special?

Core Content:
SS-E-4.1.2    SS-E-4.1.3   SS-E-4.1.3


POS: SS-P-G-3

What Students Should Know:

Physical and human characteristics; culture; shelter; climate and weather; landforms, geography 

What Students Should Understand:

Different languages are spoken in areas; different dialects are spoken in areas; cultural practices differ in areas of country due to cultural influences of groups of people; different religions; shelter varies according to climate and materials available; language, religions, shelter, and climates.

What students should be able to do: (demonstrators) 

Use a variety of means to identify absolute and relative location.  Use geographic sources of information and data for a purpose. Recognize physical and human characteristics of places and regions.

Assessment:

Essential Question: How do physical and human characteristics of other countries make them special? Note; suggestion is to take 1 country that is culturally sensitive to your classroom population other than Canada and Mexico.

Core Content:
SS-E-4.1.2    SS-E-4.1.3   SS-E-4.1.3


POS: SS-P-G-3

What Students Should Know:

Physical and human characteristics; culture; shelter; climate and weather; landforms, geography.

What Students Should Understand:

Different languages are spoken in areas; different dialects are spoken in areas; cultural practices differ in countries due to cultural influences of groups of people; different religions; shelter varies according to climate and materials available; language, religions, shelter, and climates.

What students should be able to do: (demonstrators) 

Use a variety of means to identify absolute and relative location.  Use geographic sources of information and data for a purpose. Recognize physical and human characteristics of places and regions.

Assessment:

Essential Question: How do people depend on or adapt or change their environment to meet their basic needs?

Core Content:
SS-E-4.1.4



POS: SS-P-G-4

What Students Should Know: environment, adapt; basic needs.

What Students Should Understand:

Environments change according to needs (suggestion; begin with familiar such as classroom).

People adapt environments to meet their needs.

Resources available affect adaptation of environment.

Climate affects people and their environment and their need to adapt to their environment.

Geographical features affect how people depend on and change the environment to meet their basic needs.

What students should be able to do: (demonstrators) 

Use geographic sources of information and data for a purpose.

Recognize that everything has a location.

Demonstrate how environments can change to meet people’s basic needs.

Recognize that people depend on, adapt to, or modify the environment to meet basic needs.

Assessment:
Final Assessment: (at least one open response question)

NOTE: Suggestion-Provide 2 Venn diagrams with a place for them to label the characteristic they have chosen at the top of each Venn diagram. Number 1 and 2 in the Venn diagrams so students will understand they should compare 2 ways within each characteristic (Venn diagram). This will provide the scaffolding they need to answer this question.

We have been studying where we live and where others live in our world.

A. Choose 2 characteristics from the list below;

Climate   landforms   water

Language  religion    housing

B. Using these characteristics, compare 2 ways our country is similar or different from (country you have studied).

Rubric

	4
	· The student chooses 2 characteristics from the list provided.

· The student has thoroughly compared 2 ways our country is similar or different from the country they have studied.

· The student has answered the question clearly and concisely so that others can understand. (If using a Venn diagram this should be incorporated in this bullet.)

	3
	· The student chooses 2 characteristics from the list provided.

· The student has compared 2 ways our country is similar or different from the country they have studied.

· The student answers the question clearly so that others can understand. (If using a Venn diagram this should be incorporated in this bullet.)

	2
	· The student chooses 1 characteristic from the list provided.

·  The student has attempted to compare 1 ways our country is similar or different from the country they have studied but the information demonstrates only a partial understanding.

· The student has not answered all parts of the question, but is clear so that others can understand. (If using a Venn diagram this should be incorporated in this bullet.)

OR

· The student chooses 2 characteristics from the list provided.

· The student has attempted to compare 1 ways our country is similar or different from the country they have studied but the information demonstrates only a partial understanding.

· The student has not answered all parts of the question, but is clear so that others can understand. (If using a Venn diagram this should be incorporated in this bullet.)



	1
	· The student choose 1or 2 characteristics from the list provided.

·  The student does not attempt to compare 1 way our country is similar or different from the country they have studied.

· The student does not answer all parts of the question.  The information that is provided is difficult to understand and/or poorly organized.


Topic:  The World Around Me





Organizing Question/Guiding Question:  Where is my place in the world?














