Developing a Focused Curriculum

Social Studies

Developed By Social Studies/Literacy Content Specialist and Building Representatives



NOTE: THE ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS IN THIS UNIT WILL NEED TO BE TIGHTENED UP ACCORDING TO THE VEHICLE YOU PLAN TO USE TO TEACH THE QUESTION’S FOCUS.  

Essential Question: What is culture?

Core Content: SS-E-2.1.1




POS: POS-SS-P-CS-1

      What Students Should Know:

Elements of culture and their importance.

      What Students Should Understand:

Cultural characteristics of our culture.

Cultural characteristics make our culture unique.

Cultures have similarities and differences.

Respect other cultures and traditions.

What students should be able to do: (demonstrators) Understand that culture is groups language, music, art, dress, food, stories, folktales) Explore, recognize, and respect the rights of others to display unique characteristics. Recognize language, music, art, dress, food, literature, and folktales as elements of culture.

Assessment:

Students will keep a travel log for each country we study.

1. Name of country.

2. Name of the holiday.

3. What did you learn about the holiday? (Sentence/drawing)

4. What was your favorite part of the holiday?
Essential Question: How do I describe my culture?

Core Content:
SS-E-2.1.2; SS-E-2.1.1


POS: -SS-P-CS-2









POS-SS-P-CS-4


What Students Should Know:

How families are alike and different.

What Students Should Understand:

An appreciation of other family cultures.

Diverse groups celebrate heritage and culture in a variety of ways.

Human needs are met through social groups and institutions.

What students should be able to do: (demonstrators) Recognize family similarities and differences.

Assessment:

Class Book:

“How Our Families Are Special”

Each child will write and illustrate a special activity that they do with their family.
Essential Question: How does my culture celebrate holidays?

Core Content:
SS-E-2.1.1; SS-E-2.1.2


POS: POS-SS=P-CS-4



SS-E-2.1.2                                                       POS-POS-SS-P-CS-2      

What Students Should Know:

The way their family celebrates holidays,

 specific holidays

* Choose countries that are culturally sensitive to your school population.

What Students Should Understand: 

All cultures are unique

Why cultures are different

Diverse groups celebrate heritage and culture in a variety of ways.

Human needs are met through social groups and institutions.

What students should be able to do: (demonstrators) Recognize family similarities and differences. Explore, recognize, and respect the uniqueness of the individual.

Assessment:

Home Project:

Students decorate a box. Find 3-5 things (photos, ornament, recipe ect) from home that tells about their family. Child does an oral presentation explaining their families’ customs from items brought in the box. 

Writing: We have heard about how our classroom families/cultures celebrate the holidays. Draw or write about 2 things our culture does to celebrate the holidays.

Essential Question: How do other cultures celebrate holidays?

Core Content:
SS-E-2.4.1; SS-E-2.1.2

POS: POS-SS-P-CS-4



SS-E-2.1.1



POS-SS-P-CS-2

What Students Should Know:

Different types of homes, dress and food used in various cultures. 

What makes cultures unique? 

How cultures celebrate their holidays.

Human needs

Diverse groups celebrate heritage and culture in a variety of ways.

Human needs are met through social groups and institutions.

What Students Should Understand:

Cultures, holidays, compare their cultural holidays to those of another culture.

How human needs are met in other countries.

What students should be able to do: (demonstrators) Explore, recognize, and respect the uniqueness of the individual.  Recognize and respects the rights of others to display unique characteristics.

Assessment:
Final Assessment: (at least one open response question)

Matching through cut and paste. Match countries you have been studying to a cultural element of the country’s holiday.

We have been studying the ___(list those you have studied)_ cultures.

Choose a culture where you would like to live.

A. Tell 1 way that it is similar to where you live. Tell one way that it is different than where you live.

Rubric

3

· You told or showed 1 way your culture is similar to another and 1 way your culture is different to another using details.

     2

· You told or showed 1 way your culture is similar to another and 1 way your culture is different to another using few details.

     1

· You told or showed 1 way your culture is similar to another OR 1 way your culture is different to another.

Topic:  My Culture and Holidays





Organizing Question/Guiding Question: How are holidays celebrated in my culture and other cultures?














