Developing a Focused Curriculum

Social Studies-Intermediate

Developed By Elementary Social Studies /Literacy Content Specialist and Social Studies Representatives

NOTE: SOME OF THE ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS IN THIS UNIT WILL NEED TO BE TIGHTENED UP ACCORDING TO THE VEHICLE YOU PLAN 

TO USE TO TEACH THE QUESTION’S FOCUS.  

1.  Essential Question: What is economics and why is it important?

Core Content:







POS:

SS-E-3.2.3                                                                                                      POS-SS-4-E-3    

SS-E-3.2.1

What Students Should Know:

Economics, markets, goods and services, supply and demand, scarcity, opportunity cost, money as a means of exchange, profits)

What Students Should Understand:

How economics affects regions of the US.  

Students will understand economic concepts(e.g. markets, goods and services, supply and demand, scarcity, opportunity cost, money as a means of exchange, profits) and use them appropriately in context to explain conditions or events in Kentucky history.

What students should be able to do: (demonstrators) Recognize and apply fundamental economic concepts.

Assessment:

2.  Essential Question: How do people address scarcity through decision-making?

Core Content:







POS:

SS-E-3.2.3








POS-SS-4-E-1

SS-E-3.1.1

                        




POS-SS-4-E-4

What Students Should Know:

Scarcity, opportunity cost, decision

Opportunity cost –having two choices and giving up one by going through a decision making process

Profit-Understand the money a business makes, minus the costs of producing and selling its goods and services (Difference between revenue and costs)

Revenue-Everything earned before deductions, return from an investment

Income
What Students Should Understand:

Decision making process

People have unlimited wants and needs and that creates scarcity

Students will understand the basic economic problem of scarcity (imbalance between unlimited wants and limited resources) and recognize how people have addressed the problem through decision –making.

What students should be able to do: (demonstrators) Explore interdependent relationships among personal, local, state, national, and international economies. Economic systems are created to deal with the problem of scarcity.

Assessment:

3.  Essential Question: What are producers and consumers and what role do they play in our economic system?

Core Content                                                               POS:

SS-E-3.4.3





POS-SS-4-E-2

SS-E-3.2.1

What Students Should Know:

Producers, consumers, economic system, goods and services
What Students Should Understand:

Difference between a good and service

Producers create goods and services and consumers make economic decisions and choices.

What students should be able to do: (demonstrators) Recognize and apply fundamental economic concepts.

Assessment:

4.  Essential Question: How do economic concepts help us explain conditions or events in U.S. Regions?

Core Content:
                                                                       POS:

SS-E-3.2.3                                                                              POS-SS-4-E-3

SS-E-3.2.4

SS-E-3.1.1



What Students Should Know:

Wants, needs, supply and demand, scarcity, opportunity cost, markets, exchange profits, revenue, costs, capital, resources (a gift from nature,land,labor,capital, natural,human), costs, goods, services, (opportunity cost –having two choices and giving up one by going through a decision making process.)

Profit-Understand the money a business makes, minus the costs of producing and selling its goods and services (Difference between revenue and costs)

Revenue-Everything earned before deductions, return from an investment

Income

Market-the people that make up the group that buys and sells goods and services

Exchange- the act of trading 1 good or service for another by barter or through money trading or paying for 1 thing in order to obtain another

What Students Should Understand:

Understand the difference between natural, human (people) capital (natural and human) resources and how they affect each other

Services and how they affect our economy

Capital and its role in creating business

Students will understand economic concepts(e.g. markets, goods and services, supply and demand, scarcity, opportunity cost, money as a means of exchange, profits) and use them appropriately in context to explain conditions or events in Kentucky history.

What students should be able to do: (demonstrators) Recognize and apply fundamental economic concepts.  Concepts include: wants and needs, supply and demand, scarcity; productive resources (land, labor, capital), profit, markets, goods, services, opportunity costs
Assessment:
Final Assessment: (at least one open response question)

Kentucky is comprised of 6 geographical regions. The economy of each region is influenced by its geographical characteristics. 

A. Name 1 region of Kentucky and 1 industry from that region that has been created around either a natural resource or a geographical feature.

B. Explain, giving 2 reasons, how this industry affects the economy of that region.

NOTE: This may also be used with Regions of the United States.

Scoring Guide Template

	Score


	Description

	4
	· Student correctly chooses 1 region of Kentucky and names 1 industry from that region.

· Student extensively explains, giving at least 2 reasons, how this industry affects the economy of the region.

· Student communicates information in an organized manner so that others can understand.

	3
	· Student correctly chooses 1 region of Kentucky and names 1 industry from that region.

· Student explains, using broad details, at least 2 reasons, how this industry affects the economy of the region.

· Student communicates information with some lapses in organization.

	2
	· Student correctly chooses 1 region of Kentucky and may or may not correctly name 1 industry that affects the economy of the region.

· Student gives basic information, with at least 1 reason, how this industry affects the economy of that region.

· Student communicates reasonably, but demonstrates poor organization and some inaccurate information.

	1
	· Student demonstrates minimal understanding of 1 region and 1 industry within Kentucky.

· Student gives minimal or no explanation of how an industry affects a region.

· Student demonstrates poor organization and some inaccurate information.

	0
	· Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

	Blank
	· No response



Topic: Economics of the United States-Economics Impacts Regions








Organizing Question/Guiding Question: Has how economics impacted the people within regions of the United States?





Sample of 4- point response:
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