Developing a Focused Curriculum

Social Studies-Intermediate

Developed By Social Studies/Literacy Content Specialist and Social Studies Building 

Representatives

NOTE: SOME OF THE ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS IN THIS UNIT WILL NEED TO BE TIGHTENED UP ACCORDING TO THE VEHICLE YOU CHOOSE TO TEACH THE QUESTION’S FOCUS.
1.  Essential Question: How does the constitution establish powers among different levels and branches?

Core Content:







POS:

SS-E-1.2.1                                                                                           POS-SS-5-GC-2

SS-E-1.2.2

SS-E-1.2.3

What Students Should Know: 

Constitution, levels of government, branches of government, Constitutional powers, local government, state government, national government, legislative branch, executive branch, judicial branch, mayor, governor, president

What Students Should Understand:

3 levels of government are local, state, national.

Legislative branch of government proposes bills and make laws; executive branch of government carries out or enforces laws; judicial branch of government interprets laws.

Every level of government has specific branches that vary in title, but contain similar duties. (Local-mayor, stat-governor, national-president.

Responsibilities of each branch of government.

The constitution establishes powers.

Different levels and branches of government have different responsibilities and powers.

The Constitution of the United States establishes a government in which powers are shared among different levels and branches.

What students should be able to do: (demonstrators) Explore the purpose and function of the National Government. 
Assessment:

There are 3 branches of our national government.

A. Name the 3 branches of our national government.

B. Give 2 responsibilities of each branch of government.

Rubric

4

· Student names3 branches of our national government.

· Student gives 2 responsibilities of each branch.

· Student communicates information in an organized manner so that others can understand.

      3

· Student names 3 branches of government.

· Student gives a total of 4 responsibilities for the 3 branches of government.

· Student communicates information with some lapses in organization.

       2

· Student names 2 branches of government.

· Student gives 1 responsibility for each branch. OR a total of 2 responsibilities.

· Student communicates reasonably, but demonstrates poor organization and some inaccurate information.

       1

· Student names 1 branch of government.

· Student Gives 1 responsibility for that branch 

· Student demonstrates poor organization and gives some inaccurate information.

OR 

· Student identifies 2 branches of government.

· Student gives no responsibilities for the branches.

· Student demonstrates poor organization and gives some inaccurate information

2.  Essential Question: What are the rights and responsibilities of citizens in a democratic society?

Core Content:







POS:

SS-E-1.3.1    SS-M-1.3.1                                                                    POS-SS-5-GC-3

SS-E-1.3.2

SS-E-1.3.3

What Students Should Know: Rights and resposibilities, citizens, democratic society, Declaration of Independence, Constitution, Bill of Rights, state constitutions, 10 amendments to US Constitution, elections

What Students Should Understand:

Rights and responsibilities of individuals are determined by specific roles within various groups.

The US Declaration of Independence, Constitution, Bill of Rights, guarantee certain rights.

In order for a democratic form of government to function, citizens must play an active and responsible role in the election process.

Our government guarantees certain rights such as freedom of movement and residence, freedom of religion, freedom of expression and association, personal privacy for all citizens. Understand that in a democratic society, citizens have rights and responsibilities.

What students should be able to do: (demonstrators) Participate in political life of the school or community.  Demonstrate democratic behavior (e.g.) treating others justly, recognizing authority, and respecting the rights and privacy of others. Determine rights and responsibilities in real-life situations. 

Assessment:

As a citizen living in a democratic society, there are rights and responsibilities given to each person.

A. Identify 1 right and describe 1 situation where a citizen can exercise that right. 

B. Identify 1 responsibility and describe a situation where a citizen could demonstrate that responsibility.
Rubric

4

· Student correctly identifies 1 right and describes throroughly1 situation where a citizen can exercise that right.

· Student correctly identifies 1 responsibility and describes thoroughly 1 situation where a citizen could demonstrate that responsibility.

· Student communicates in a logical, organized manner so that others can understand.

            3

· Student correctly identifies 1 right and describes 1 situation where a citizen can exercise that right.

· Student correctly identifies 1 responsibility and describes 1 situation where a citizen could demonstrate that responsibility.

· Student communicates information with some lapses in organization.

2

· Student correctly identifies 1 right and describes 1 situation where a citizen can exercise that right OR

· Student correctly identifies 1 responsibility and describes 1 situation where a citizen could demonstrate that responsibility.

· Student communicates reasonably, but demonstrates poor organization and some inaccurate information.

OR

· Student correctly identifies 1 right.

· Student correctly identifies 1 responsibility.

· Student communicates reasonably, but demonstrates poor organization and some inaccurate information.

1

· Student shows minimal understanding of a right.

· Student shows minimal understanding of a responsibility.

· Student demonstrates poor organization and and gives mostly inaccurate information.

3.  Essential Question:  What is the basic purpose of democratic governments?

Core Content:






POS:

SS-M-1.3.1 (not for mastery, middle school core content)    POS-SS-5-GC-1  

SS-E-1.1.2

SS-E-1.1.3

SS-E-1.3.2

What Students Should Know:

Pre-amble to the U.S. Constitution, rights, responsibilities, freedom, freedoms guaranteed by our government, common goals

What Students Should Understand:

Purpose of laws and rules are to establish and maintain order.

Purpose of the government of the US is to guarantee certain rights such as those found in Preamble to the US Constitution, Bill of Rights, and 10 amendments to the Constitution.

What students should be able to do: (demonstrators) Explore the purpose and function of the national government. Recognize the basic purpose of democratic governments including establishment of order, security, and the attainment of common goals.

Assessment:

4.  Essential Question:  As citizen, what are my rights (student) and responsibilities as a member of my family, as a student and as a member of my community?

Core Content:







POS:

SS-E-1.3.1







POS-SS-5-GC-4

What Students Should Know:

Rights and responsibilities, citizens

What Students Should Understand:

Rights and responsibilities are determined by specific roles within various groups.

Meeting responsibilities makes my family, school, and community a better place.

Rights I have as a member of a family, and in my community and as a student.

What students should be able to do: (demonstrators) Explore the rights and responsibilities in real-life situations.  Recognize and respect for different viewpoints.

Assessment:
Final Assessment: (at least one open response question)

The Preamble-5th grade CA

Each branch of our government has responsibilities.  To ensure no branch of government becomes too powerful, our government has a system of checks and balances. Choose 1 branch of government and explain 2 ways the system of checks and balances regulates its powers.

Rubric

4

· Student correctly names 1 branch of government.

· Students will explain, using extensive details and content vocabulary, 2 ways the system of checks and balances regulates its powers.

· Student communicates information in an organized manner so that others can understand.

3

· Student correctly names a branch or government.

· Student explains, using broad details, 2 ways the system of checks and balances regulates its powers.

· Student communicates information with some lapses in organization.

2

· Student correctly names a branch of government.

· Student gives basic information about 1 way the system of checks and balances regulates its powers.

· Student communicates reasonably, but demonstrates poor organization and some inaccurate information.

1

· Student demonstrates minimal understanding of the branches of government.

· Student gives minimal explanation or no explanation of checks and balances.

· Student demonstrates poor organization and some inaccurate information.

Topic: Constitution and the Young Republic





Organizing Question/Guiding Question: How does government work in a democratic society?














