Developing a Focused Curriculum

Social Studies
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, 

NOTE: THE ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS IN THIS UNIT WILL NEED TO BE TIGHTENED UP ACCORDING TO THE VEHICLE YOU PLAN TO USE TO TEACH THE QUESTION’S FOCUS.  

Essential Question:  What are elements of culture and how do they affect people in Mexico and Canada?

Core Content: SS-E-5.2.6; SS-E-2.1.1



POS: POS-SS-P-CS-2



     SS-E-2.2.1; SS-E-2.1.2


      What Students Should Know: Cultural characteristics of Mexico/Canada; 

Institutions such as customs, beliefs, and holidays of Canada and Mexico

Elements of culture (language, music, art, dress, food, stories, dance, religion, education, ect.)

      What Students Should Understand: Culture defines us.

Culture gives perspective on the world. Students will understand that diverse groups celebrate heritage and culture in a variety of ways.

What students should be able to do: (demonstrators) 

Recognize elements of culture

Describe universals similarities and differences

Recognize roles of social groupings

Assessment:

Venn diagram comparing contrasting cultures

Create a representation of cultural elements from Mexico and Canada

Role-play of family event, celebration, dance, or story that may be from that culture.

Essential Question; How does the environment in Mexico/Canada affect people?
Core Content:
SS-E-4.2.1; SS-E-4.4.4


POS: POS-SS-P-G-3






                                    POS-SS-P-G-4

What Students Should Know:

Every place has physical characteristics (physical characteristics of Mexico/Canada)

People use land differently

What Students Should Understand:

Peoples’ interaction with their environment shapes their culture.

People interact with their environment to meet their needs; People interact with themselves to meet their needs; Perspective influences how land is used.

What students should be able to do: (demonstrators) 

Recognize physical characteristics.

Recognize people depend on land.

Predict trends of people and the use of environment.

Recognize physical and human characteristics of places and regions.

Recognize that people depend on, adapt to, or modify the environment to meet basic needs.

Assessment:
Essential Question: How can I use a map to learn more about Canada and Mexico?

Core Content:
SS-E-4.1.1



POS: POS-SS-P-G-4

What Students Should Know: Physical vs. political vs. thematic maps; bodies of water; Ariel photography; photographs; geographic vocabulary (landforms specific to Mexico and Canada); how to read a globe; directionality; map symbols.

What Students Should Understand:

How to read and interpret a map.

Analyze Canada and Mexico based on map contents.

What students should be able to do: (demonstrators) 

Use maps to understand surroundings.

Identify absolute and relative location.

Use geographic sources of information.

Recognize that people depend on, adapt to, or modify the environment to meet basic needs.

Use and apply geographic vocabulary.

Assessment:

Final Assessment: (at least one open response question)  

Mexico, Canada, and the United States have many cultural similarities and differences. Think about someone from Mexico or Canada.

A. Identify 2 elements of culture.

B. For each element of culture listed above, tell 3 ways your culture is similar and 3 ways your culture is different.

Rubric

4

· Student correctly identified 2 elements of culture.

· Student correctly tells 3 ways his/her culture is similar and 3 ways his/her culture is different from Mexico or Canada.

· Student communicates in an organized manner.

3

· Student correctly identifies 2 elements of culture.

· Student correctly tells 2 ways his/her culture is similar and 2 ways his/her culture is different from Mexico or Canada OR has a total of 4 ways that his/her culture is similar and different from Mexico or Canada.

· Student communicates with some lapses in organization.

2

· Student correctly identified 1 element of culture.

· Student correctly tells 1 way his/her culture is similar and 1 way his/her culture is different from Mexico or Canada OR has a total of 2 ways his/her culture is similar and different from Mexico and Canada.

· Student communicates reasonably but has some lapses in organization and may include some inaccurate information.

1

· Student was unable to correctly identify 1 element of culture.

· Student correctly tells 1 way his culture is similar or 1 way his culture is different from Mexico or Canada.

· Student has poor organization with some inaccurate information.

Multiple Choice should include assessment relating reading and interpreting maps and elements of culture and characteristics of Canada and Mexico and geographic vocabulary.

Topic:  Mexico and Canada





Organizing Question/Guiding Question: How are the children in Canada and Mexico like me or different from me?














