Developing a Focused Curriculum

Social Studies

Developed By Elementary Social Studies/Literacy Content Specialist and Social Studies Building Representatives



NOTE: THE ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS IN THIS UNIT WILL NEED TO BE TIGHTENED UP ACCORDING TO THE VEHICLE YOU PLAN TO USE TO 

TEACH THE QUESTION’S FOCUS.  

Essential Question: What is economics? (goods and services, supply and demand, scarcity, opportunity cost, barter)

Core Content: SS-E-3.3.2



POS: POS-SS-P-E-2

      What Students Should Know:

Barter

Scarcity

Exchange
Opportunity Cost

Goods

Services

      What Students Should Understand:

Scarcity requires people to make choices.

People have wants and needs.

How do people take care of their wants and needs?

We depend on others to meet our wants and needs.

What students should be able to do: (demonstrators) Identify money and services as a means of exchange. Recognize and apply fundamental economic concepts (goods and services, wants and needs, scarcity).

      Assessment:

Multiple choice to insure understanding of vocabulary.

Essential Question: How do consumers wants influence production and consumption of goods and services?

Core Content:
SS-E-3.1.1; SS-E-3.4.1


POS: POS-SS-P-E-4

                        SS-E-3.1.2

What Students Should Know:

Wants

Goods

Services

The producers provide goods and services.

What Students Should Understand:

Producers will provide the services and create the goods that the people want.

Consumer wants influence the production and consumption of goods and services.

What students should be able to do: (demonstrators) Identify money and services as a means of exchange. Develop informed decisions based on a variety of economic considerations.

Assessment:

A snowstorm has just hit central Kentucky in mid-January.

A. Predict 1 good and 1 service that are likely to be in demand.

B. Explain 2 ways producers can meet these needs.
Rubric

4

· Student correctly predicts 1 good and 1 service that would be in demand.

· Student explains 2 ways producers meet those needs using extensive details.

· Question is answered in an organized manner.

      3

· Student correctly predicts 1 good and 1 service that would be in demand.

· Student explains 2 ways producers meet those needs using broad details.

· Question is answered with some lapses in organization.

      2

· Student correctly predicts 1 good OR 1 service that would be in demand.

· Student explains 1way producers meet those needs with basic details OR Students give 2 ways producers meet those needs with minimal explanation.

· Question is answered with poor organization and some inaccurate information.

       1

· Student gives 1 good or service that would be in demand.

· Student gives no explanation or shows minimal understanding of ways producers can meet the demands.

· Question is answered with poor organization.

Essential Question: How does economics effect decisions in everyday living?

Core Content:
SS-E-3.1.3; SS-E-3.1.2


POS: POS-SS-P-E-1

What Students Should Know:

Limited income

Consumers make choices

Needs and wants

What Students Should Understand:

Choices are made by consumers based on a variety of factors.

You can’t have everything you want.

What students should be able to do: (demonstrators) Develop informed decisions based on a variety of economic considerations.  Understand economic principles and are able to make economic decisions that have consequences in daily living. Group data into categories.

Assessment:

Students will create a decision tree.

Essential Question: How and why do we create markets?

Core Content:
SS-E-3.3.1


POS: POS-SS-P-E-1

What Students Should Know:

What is a market?

What is the purpose of a market?

What Students Should Understand:

How do we create markets?

Markets create jobs for the community and make money for the community as well as provide goods and services.

What students should be able to do: (demonstrators) Identify money and services as a means of exchange. Recognize and apply fundamental economic concepts (goods and services, supply and demand, wants and needs, scarcity, opportunity cost.)

Assessment:

Create a class market.

Final Assessment: (at least one open response question)

Open response:

See next page

As consumers and producers, we must make economic decisions. Some of these decisions require us to make choices.

A. Define opportunity cost.

B. Explain, by giving 1 example, 1 economic decision you have made that involved an opportunity cost. Identify your opportunity cost in your explanation.

Rubric

	4
	· The student has defined opportunity cost using appropriate vocabulary.

· The student has thoroughly explained, giving 1 example, the economic decision they have made that involved an opportunity cost and has identified the opportunity cost.

· The student has answered the question clearly so that others can understand.

	3
	· The student has defined opportunity cost using some of the appropriate vocabulary. 

· The student has explained, giving 1 example, the economic decision they have made that involved an opportunity cost showing he/she understands the big ideas, but there may be some irrelevant or inaccurate information. The student is able to identify the opportunity cost

· The student answers the question clearly so that others can understand.

	2
	· The student has defined opportunity cost, including only some of the information and appropriate vocabulary necessary. Some of the information provided is incorrect.

· The student has attempted to explain 1 economic decision they have made that involved an opportunity cost, but illustrates only a partial understanding of opportunity cost. The student identifies the opportunity cost.

· The student has answered all parts of the question, but not so that others can understand. 

	1
	· The student is unable to define opportunity cost.

· The student attempts to explain1 economic decision they have made that involved an opportunity cost, but illustrates minimal understanding of opportunity cost. The student is unable to identify the opportunity cost.

· The student does not answer all parts of the question.  The information that is provided is difficult to understand and/or poorly organized.


Topic:  Economics








Organizing Question/Guiding Question: What is your role in the economics of your community?














